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Abstract ?

Wrestling is the oldest sport of the world. The fighting is man’s birth ins
related with particular country or period yet it is very essential to know t
development of this popular sport. Most of the European writers admit this idea that
the wrestling is in India, whereas in the world renown countries like Gr

the modern wrestling.

Khashba Jadhav is the first person who brought Olympic gl
Wrestling is a sport with a legacy in the Marathi culture.
January 1925, in Goleshwar, a small village on the banks of
Satara District. He did his schooling in Tilak School in
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iver-in karad taluka in
-1947.

Wrestling is the oldest sport of the world. ing is man’s birth instinct thus it is not
related with particular country or i ssential to know the origin and
development of this popular sport. Most s admit this idea that the origin of
the wrestling is in India, whereas in thgaw ntries like Greece, Rome, Egypt and

e shape of wrestling was not such like

recent time is not fully aware of health and
. Therefore, the disciplines wrestling and
e me ad this awareness, the Maharashtra wrestling
*v Maharashtra and Indian wrestling federation.
dered to incorporate the programmer of wrestling as sports in
ity, and for those who are not part of above so that young
emselves as good citizen with all round development.

g is a traditional game played in every district, taluka and village.
ion participated in various competition at the state, national and
me eminent wrestlers created name and fame at national and international
estling. Due to their achievements and popularity, the game spread in the

exercise have been identi
association with the f
Therefore, it might
every school, ¢

ment for upcoming/new wrestlers, hence the case study of late Khashba Jadhav
wrestler of Maharashtra has been undertaken.

jon of Study

hashba Jadhav was the first person who brought Olympic glory for the nation in
ling. Wrestling is a sport with a legacy in the Marathi culture. Khashba Jadhav was born on
15 January 1925, in Goleshwar, a small village on the banks of the Krishna River in karad taluka
in Satara District. He did his schooling in Tilak School in karad between1940-1947. Since his
grandfather, Nansaheb was an excellent wrestler. Khashba grew in a household that breathed and
lived. During his school days, he achieved success in sports like running, weightlifting,
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swimming, gymnastics and malkhamb apart from wrestling. Since his father Dadasaheb was a
wrestling coach, Khashba was initiate into wrestling from the tender age of five. His mother was
simple, quiet, humble, kind, reticent, and accommodating qualities that Khashba that imbibed in
his life. In spite of his family barely making two ends meet, Khashba would travel to the
neighboring village to see the wrestling matches held in the fairs. At the age of eight, he
first bout in a mere two minutes against the wrestling champion in the match held at t
village. He received formal training in wrestling in Tilak College and it was n
to become a distinguished wrestler. He wrestling mentors in this college were Ba
and Belapure Guruji. His success in wrestling did not prevent him from achieving ¢

academics.
|t* hiding
ibutron to the

h d studying in
aurels in inter-College
ce he also achieved

He also participated in the Quit Movement of 1942, pr
place to the revolutionaries, circulating against the British were so
Movement.

His, career in wrestling started in the period 1948-
Rajaram College at Kolhapur his remarkable wrestling skil
and inter University competitions. However, persiste
success at the national level and qualified to parti pics. On India’s first
Independence Day 15 August 1947, he decided to in the Olympics.

In those times sports was not commerciali he concept of sponsors did not exit.
Sports Administration and profession
overcome several obstacles to participa
required funds through contributions

t his own expense. He collected
rs, and students, of his alma mater,

people of his village and from the atrapati of Kolhapur. He even the then
Government did not extend any s in 1952. Khashba Overcome these trying
times preparing for the foreign trip pds, winning over those who opposed his visit
practicing his techniques ongthe mat {0 A the Olympics.

He stunned the a don by defeating the Australian wrestling in
the first few minutes in the 52 kg flyweight category. He was the
first Indian to achiev i the Individual category until 1948, considering that the
mat was unheard of in the country his success was indeed

ry which saw wrestlers from twenty four country Defeating the wrestler
xico and Germany he won bronze medal on 23" July 1952, the by creating
ing country’s first individual medal winner (Another wrestler and Khashaba’s
krishanrao Mangave also participated in the same Olympics in another category but
bronze medal by just one point.
he people of Goleshwar karad and Kolhapur accorded him a warm welcome on his
in August of 1952. There was a cavalcade in a vehicle drawn by 101 bulls from karad to
Goleshwar. He was even felicitated by Rajaram College and all the Wrestling Akhada in
Kolhapur City.

Prof. Dabolkar of shahaji Law College Kolhapur had mortgaged his house to find
Khashaba’s participation and consequently prize money. Khashaba had not forgotten this favor
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and on his return organized wrestling competitions in which he participated. He won severed
bouts in this participation to buy back the house.

This episode not only highlights the erstwhile circumstances but also highlights the high
standard of sincerity, Co-operation and commitment to the sports.

Japan wrestlers turned India in the year, 1953, in the bouts that ensued Khashba d
world champion,” Unemori’ and continued his winning streak.

In 1955, he joined the police force as a sub-Inspector. He won severa
within the police Department. He also performed his duties as sports instructors.
by making him a part of the torch run at the 1982 Asian Games in Delhi. Howeve
not adequately earn him the respect and appreciation he deserved.

He served the police force for twenty-seven years and
commissioner from Bombay. In spite of his meritorious erected in Ko
gymkhana has also been establishe in the village of Goleshwar to comti :

He was honored with several awards later, the fie-founda v Award (in

Summary
In memory of his memorable win at the Oly e of Khashaba was erected
in Kolhapur in 1960 A wrestling gymkhana has als n the village of Goleshwar
to continue his legacy. He died on 15" cident it took fifty years for India to

Reference,

1. Dr. H. C. Dubey (1999 ) - Wr
Pvt.) Ltd. Faridabad (Haryana

2. Dr. Shekhar Dhirsath — ( 20 icha — Dnyan Samadha Publishing World —
Aurangabad.

3. Dr. Parihar & Shil 2 nchalan & Krida Margdarshan — Abhay
Publication — Na
E

ncyclopedia of Wrestling — Techniques, Expresses Fitness &
Publishing House, New Delhi. 110 002 (India)

ISSN 976-9714



