Variorum Multi-Disciplinary e-Research Journal
YVoL,-04, Issue-II, November 2013
The Role of Electronic Media for Improving Oral Comprehension

Skills of English Language
Prof. S. J. Ghotekar: K. T. H. M. College, Nasik, Maharashtra
Abstract:

Media studies have become an essential component and in some c?
course in Higher education. There are a large number of young people const
with the screen far more than books. Along with the print materials, different
print/electronic media supports are provided to meet the learners’ need. Electronic
be treated as a substitute for the personal touch of the teacher. Electgni i

direction about literacy and linguistic communities. It is felt
advantage of students’ interest in the non-print / electronic megi

television in teaching-learning process. The aim of th xamine the learners’
knowledge of the Oracy skills and speech habits

important language havi i i Icative value. It is a progressive language. It
is dynamic and flexi i )ple in India can speak and write English and

orld of advanced technology and industrial development”
as an international language is a logical requirement in an era of
ing and commercial exchange (Rossner and Belitho, 1990:5). The
h will enable us to establish intellectual, culture, economic, commercial
with the rest of the world and its knowledge is essential for higher legal,

xplosion and mass media, like the radio and television, command millions of
ide listeners and spectators (Rao, 1992:40).

o indigenous language however has come up to replace English; either as a medium of
unication or as an official language. Though Gandhiji was totally against English
edUcation, but he also appreciated the importance of foreign language especially English. In his
book, Young India he said:
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“I do not want my house to be walked in on all sides and my windows to be stuffed. |
want the cultures of all the lands to be blown about my house as freely as possible. | would
have our young men and young women with literary tastes to learn as much of English and
other world languages as they like and expect them to give the benefits of their learning to
India and to the world”.

English symbolizes in Indian minds, better education, better culture av"; e ct
In present times, English is the most preferred language. It has remained at rt
Indian society.

Today, the standard of English teaching in kin schools and co s has dete ed
quickly. Students of the rural colleges face a number of problems. t in%selves
unable to express in English. They have no idea of proper sentence st ot know
proper pronunciation, spellings and grammatical rules. The teac IS India has a
many-sided problem.

nglish, conventional
e miserably failed to
t hardly with any English.

It has been amply proved that the unrealistic g
syllabuses, lifeless teaching methods and unreliable e
produce results. We see BAs and MAs in English vy

Taking into account the multili ural nature of our country and the
pressing demands of the new millenni
rearrange our priorities. It is high time ether we need to produce scholars
of Milton and Dryden or we need to i ers of English who have a reasonably
good command over the languag

with the world outside.

Non-print / electr not new to the classroom. In this age of
science and technology, estimated. Radio and television are the most
powerful media at p ay that doesn’t have at least a modest supply
of records, film stri eviston and access to a film library. Educational broadcasting

through radio
American
reaching

(2000), mass media is a means of public communication
ugh the print and non-print media.

. edia stations have programs such as news debate, comments on public affairs.
these talks are going by experts and highly educated individuals. These experts speak
English, which can influence listeners.

This research work is to find out the impact of the media such as television and radio on
oral skills of undergraduate students in Nasik district, Maharashtra.
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Review of Literature:

Language is very relevant in all aspects of broadcasting either on the radio or television.
Oral production is the most important tool employed on the radio or television to communicate
to the audience.

A part of the study on electronic media usage patterns among ?stu
researcher carried out an extensive review of literature to identify the va i
perspectives with regard to the area of focus. The outcomes of the same are
follows:

s but it
elp of
0 cite few
language is
rking in spaces
teacher who adapt
really benefited. The
the academic words they
lish speaking. The audio-
ing to the students. They can learn
Pushpa, 2009, P.19).

Today’s education has not remained only on the blackboard a
has removed all the boundaries of the classroom teaching- learni
technology one can teach and learn efficiently and perhaps
references here, let’s have a look what goes on : “After all
very much like what students experience when learning wi
unbounded by rules and amenable to adaptation an
technology for the English language teaching as a s
students | have seen using it really enjoy it and a
need. Their vocabulary is enriched and they bec
visual aids make the classroom envir
English by the direct method and in a v

The sources of authentic mate
finds that the radio is able to sti
extent. With the advancements in
radio, television, video cassettes
teaching-learning process

r written) are infinite. Merdian (1979)
e of the students imagination to a great
jon technology, a variety of audio-visual, media-
have become part of the study package in

Kachroo(199 ’ e of Correspondence Education, University of
Jammu as well as | orted students’ learning through counseling and mass media
namely radio,

, sentence structure and intonation. Oral skill is the process. According to
is able to express oneself clearly in flexible conversation language in the
tionally and internationally accepted.

radio is easy to access, its aural texts are the most difficult for language
to comprehend. Miller (2003) claims that, “In order to use radio programs with
eachers need to..... decide on some global listening tasks for the learners” (P.16).

Bamigbose (1994) says that when the people are well informed, they become more
e participants and members of society. This is also true about learning that when students
are taught through good channels; they learn better, therefore, the importance of both the
electronic and print media in teaching language skills such as oracy skills cannot be over
emphasized. Electronic media such as radio, television, tape-recorders telephone and other
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audio-visuals and more recently to the computer are useful in the teaching of oracy skills to
senior college students.

Singh, R.P. (1999) reported that television is the most popular medium because it is easily
accessible and the most effective telecom technique. The advantages of TV are -1) It i
for reaching mass audience; 2) It can be recorded and watched at any suitable tige an
permanent source. ‘

Learning with media is a complementary process. Its representations ar
and procedures performed, sometimes, by the learner and sometimes bythe medium.
certain characteristics that interact with learner and task. Such characteri
formation and modification of mental models. “Technology” refers tg anical
i sets of
ol systems.
in specified

symbolic text, pictures, numbers, graphs and musical scores th
“Processing Capabilities” refer to a medium ability to opera

things at the sametime that is listenin
Statement of the Problem:

The issue of the poor and
: ct, Maharashtra. The principal had noticed
this and had raised the issue at the An observation by the researcher who went
chers found that most teachers do not teach
speech work and some o 2 not good models and did not use resources
that could help the t
language items and ems to teach speech work in the teaching and learning English

seems to have

the actual position, the researcher undertook the survey of the use of
ior colleges of district Nasik, Maharashtra.

ut problems and difficulties of teaching and learning of English language at
undergraduate level.

o understand the difficulties of the learners of English at undergraduate level.

o develop students’ interest in learning English through the electronic / non-print
media.

To demonstrate, how electronic / non-print media is useful for teaching and learning of
communication skills.

v. To help in raising the academic standard in senior colleges of Nasik district.
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vi. To create awareness among teachers and students of senior colleges about the
importance of audio-visual aids.

Hypothesis of the Study:

I.  There is no significant difference between students who watched
listened Radio Education Program and those do not in their perfor

the televisi
r‘e i
skill i.e. oracy skill.

ii. The students who are closely related to the context of media-radio e
perform better in learning language items.
iii.  The students who have good environment for assimilating sp English c m
speech items easily. *
iv. The students who have skills and interest to make use ectronic
media i.e. radio and television can easily overcome di e use of English.
Scope and Limitations of the Study:

The present research intends to use the non-pg
oral comprehension skills in EFL classrooms.

ia for the improving

justice to the problem.

I. The scope of this study is graduate classes i.e. FYBA

ii. : ) | be selected at random.
iii.

rned with presenting concrete measures to provide better facilities
electronic media education.

he design of the study is a quasi-experimental design. It included pre-test and post-test
xperimental and control groups. The study was designed to highlight the impact of
electronic media on the achievements of FYBA students.
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Sample Techniques:

The samples of the study consisted of 200 senior students who were randomly selected
from 10 urban, semi urban and rural senior colleges. The samples were senior college class 20
students. The students who have access to media like television and radio were put i
experimental group while those who had no access to television and radio w%n t

group.
The research instrument was an achievement test in English language

speech work. The instrument consisted of 20 items which tested the students knowl

area of segmental features, that is, vowel and consonant sounds and s segmenil,

stress and intonation pattern.
Research Process:

The experimental sessions lasted eight weeks. The b erimental and
control groups were subjected to pre-test before the comm the experiment. The
experimental group in different locations had contacts rice in a week.

The students in the experimental group we non-print / electronic like
radio and TV for learning oracy skills.qlhe ¢ had no access to use media such as
TV and radio but receive instruction
groups were subjected to an achievemen

e Data Analysis:
The data collected from the a inistered on the students were subjected to
t-test statistics.

e Result and Discussions:

n the pre-test scores of students in the

Table No.1:
pre-test scores of students in the experimental and control group.

X dF t-cal t-table Remark
63.87
62.94 198 1.54 1.96

Not significant p # 0.05

ble one shows that the calculated 1.54 is less than the t-table value. Therefore the null
thesis is retained. There is no significant difference between the pretest scores of the
ents in the experimental and control groups.

The second hypothesis stated that there was no significant difference between the
achievement of students who used electronic media like TV and radio and those who do not.
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Table No. 2:
Analysis of post-test scores of students in experimental and control groups in speech
work.
Groups N X SD dF T-table t-cal Rema

Experimental 100 | 71.40 8.92
Control 100 | 61.50 9.82

98 7.44 1.96

=Significant at p < 0.005.

The table no. 2 above revealed that the calculated t-value 7.44 is gr
This means that there is significant difference between the perfo
experimental group the control group.

Qe 196
jects in the

experimental and the
a slight difference in

The findings of the hypothesis one showed that the s
control were homogenous as at the commencement of
the means scores of the students in the experiment I group. The findings
from the analysis of the data collected in respect owed that the students in
the experimental group had higher achievement i eech work than those in the control

group.
The implication is that using of e V and radio is effective means of
improving students’ performance in sp@a i
Conclusion:
It is very clear that non-p dia education is very important aspect of
teaching and learning process. syllabuses, lifeless teaching methods have

individuals can be eneOUka 60
environment. The foe ] ng process was on integrating skills such as
3 reasoning, process orientation, learning ability, English

g fundamentals. The study was conducted in senior colleges

e the prFInt media in acquiring the knowledge of foreign language. The enthusiasm, the
d interest of the teacher can kindle the spark of learning in the students. Students can be

Faculty improvement programs should be held. Teachers should be made aware of the
latest techniques and methods. College should provide enabling environment that could make
the use of ICTs possible as aids to language learning. The students should read newspapers,

ISSN 976-9714



Variorum Multi-Disciplinary e-Research Journal
YVoL,-04, Issue-II, November 2013

magazines, dictionaries, thesaurus, encyclopedia etc. in order to increase their vocabulary
building.

The college should invite parents and community members to participate in intellectual
freedom committees. Special grant-in-aid should be released for the purchase of materials of
teaching aids. Syllabus designing is a process. Print and non-print media should be
proper place in such syllabus. Literature courses should be made language orighted r
literary oriented. ‘

On the basis of suggestions given above, the critical situations in t

learning of English.
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